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Welcome by the Chairman of the European Ethics Network, Prof.dr.Johan Verstraeten to Participants at the first European Ethics Summit,held at the European Parliament Building in Brussels.

Dear Participants,

On behalf of the board of directors of the European Ethics Network (EEN), I am delighted to welcome you to the first European ethics summit, which, thanks to the participation of more than 250 ethicists and experts, is on its way to becoming a success. It is an excellent occasion for a transdisciplinary conversation beyond the limits of our differentiated disciplines and also for a constructive dialogue with members of the European Parliament. 

A Common Initiative

This summit does not aim at repeating what has already been done for so many years in your different areas of specialization. It points to the often forgotten dimension in hyperspecialized debates: the question of how ethical problems are related to the dignity of the human person. This more fundamental question, which underlies all concrete issues is not an easy one. Some contemporary philosophers have proclaimed in one or other form "the end of humanism" and seem to have closed the debate.  Recent contributions to this debate, however, open new perspectives, partially based on a critical reinterpretation of the history of humanism (cf. Todorov).

This summit will not only elucidate the basic philosophical aspects of the new debate, but it will also engage participants in a conversation about how a new understanding of humanity as a basic criterion in ethics has implications for different fields such as medical sciences, business, (bio)technology, agriculture and not least, international politics and the process of European integration. 

The Purpose of the Ethics Summit

The growing momentum of this summit is evident in light of recent “end of life decision” debates, the evaluation of new technologies including GMO's and not least the series of recent scandals in business where apparently 'neutral' techniques of book-keeping are used to create the illusion of exceptionally good results and to mislead the shareholders. 

By way of focussing on the theme of humanity we hope to create awareness among decision makers that ethics is and should be more than a provider of rational arguments for the legitimization of new (bio)technologies, more than a tool in the process of lobbying for private interests. The summit theme brings us back to the heart of the matter: relating new developments in society and technology again to their ultimate end and source of meaning: the human person and his/her dignity and humanity.
A Word of Thanks

The organization of this summit took more than 2 years of planning, of convincing the different partners to collaborate, of searching for funds, of advertising and preparing. What started as idea has, today,  become reality: For the first time the leading European associations of ethicists (Societas ethica, EBEN, EACME, EurSAFE), which usually have their own annual meetings, work together around a common programme. It is the first occasion that so many ethicists are gathered in Europe's most important political forum. 

This summit would not have been possible without the collaboration of many individuals and institutions. In the first place I want to mention the EEN taksforce/planning team (Lars Reuter, Heidi Hoivik, Walter Lesch, Maurice De Wachter, Guillaum de Stexhe, Shahrar Ali and José Luis Fernandez-Fernandez). Most supportive were:the presidents and/or secretary generals of the partner associations; the department of education of the European Commission which has been subsidizing the EEN since its very beginning; the president of the Parliament, Mr. Pat Cox, who has accepted to open the conference and whose staff, especially Mr. Joseph Dunne, have been very collaborative, Ms.Maria Martens, a member of the European Parliament, who, with an indispensable commitment, paved the way for the active support by the EPP/ED group.  As an expression of this support Dr. Pöttering, president of the EPP will say a say a word of welcome to the participants. From different offices in the parliament (security, press, catering, etc.) we have received all the support we needed.  Not least, we were very much encouraged by the commitment of the keynote speakers and the many colleagues who have prepared a paper for the concurrent sessions. We also thank everybody who has actively contributed to the selection process. Most important in the past months has been the unflagging zeal of the team of the European Ethics Network Coordination Centre, especially Ms. Maria Duffy, Lucrèce De Becker, Sara Heremans, Magda Engelen and Kotalin Nagy.

Dear participant, in this folder you will find information which will guide you through the conference: the main programme, the programme of the concurrent sessions, information about the speakers and abstracts from their presentations, maps and the first draft of a proposal for the future of the European Ethics Network.  .

We hope that you will enjoy this unique conference and that it will contribute to a more profound conversation about humanity and the future of ethics in Europe. 

Johan Verstraeten

European Ethics Network

Deberiotstraat 26,

B-3000 Leuven,

Belgium
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